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ALLOWAY 
H1s APOLOGIE. 


Here are two things requiſite in a man, that would 
doe good in a publike calling, the one is a good 
Conſcience, the other a good Name; the firſt 
commends him to God, and obtaines a bleſſing 
to his labours; the next commends him to men, 
and procures him the greater credit to effectu- 
ate the good which hee hath intended, tor the 
which (ſaid Philo) Sicut bonum ac honeſſum eſſe, Phils de mi- 
ita & videri ac haberi prodeſf. As it is a good yratione Abra. 
thing to be good and honeſt, fo is it alſo good how, 
that we ſhould be eſteemed good, Nen itaqus eft negligenda fama res tum ad cv 
fodiam tum ad dignitatem vitæ viiliſiime e A good name therefore is not to be 
neglected, conſidering it is a ſingular helpe both for the cuſtodie and digni- 
tie of our life: for this cauſe hah italway beene one of Sathans cuſtomable 
policies,vpho ſtands at the right hand of feheſbuah, to reſiſt him in well doing, Zach. 3. 
to ſtaine the Name where he cannot corrupt the Conſcience, that by diſgra- 
eing the inſtruments, he may deſtroy, at leaſt diminiſh the good which faine 
they would doe: Hoc eff Diaboli opus vt ſeruos Dei mendacio laceret , & falſis Cyprian 44 
epimani bus glorioſum nomen infamet, vt qui conſcientie ſue luce clareſcunt falſis rus Anton, 
moribus ſordidentur: This is the worke of the Diuell, to ſtrike the ſeruants of 
God with the ſcourge of a lying tongue, to abaſe their honeſt name in the | 
hearts of others, by wrongfull conceptions , and by falſe reports todefile 
them, who are honeſt in regard of their owne conſciences. 
2 It is a difficult thing to liue in a publike calling, and not to be calum. 
niated. So long as our Sauiour liued a "_ life, we reade not that he was 
| | either 


The Biſhop of Galloway his eApologie, 
either tempted by Satan, or traduced by men, but from the time that by Bap- 
tiſme he was conſecrate to doe the great worke of the promiſed Meſſab,then 
Satan ſet ypon him, and the mouthes of all his curſed inſtruments were 
opened to blaſpheme him. Now we know that the ſeruant is not aboue the 

Tieron Prolog. 2. maſter: Si aut fiſcellam ianco texerem, aut palmarem folia complicarem, vt in ſu. 

lob. dore vultus mei panem comederem, & ventris opus ſollitita mente pertrectarem nul- 

lus morderet, nemo refrehenderet, nunc aut im iuxta ſentent iam Saluatoris volo ope- 
rari cibum qui nonferit, & geminu- mihi error iufigitur: If I were (et (ſaid Hie- 
rome) to wcaue a basket of tyips, with the bull · ruſn, or to twiſt the leaues of 
Palme · trees, or by any ſuch baſe occupation, I had no more adoec, but to care 
for my belly, that I might cate my bread in the ſrveat of my bro, I might 
doe it all my dayes, and no man bite mee or reproue me for it, but now be- 
cauſe, according to the ſaying of our Sauiour, I labour in a ſpirituall calling, 
to nountſh my ſelfe and others with that bread of life which perithes not, a 
double error is enforced vpon me, Virum egrehium ſequitur proximorum inuidia, 
Enuie alway followes vertue: where it can hurt no otherway, it impugnes by 
Lan. calumnie: this is, as Nxgianxeu calls it, Malum graniſſimum, gereroſam enim 
Lonrum virerum conſtautiam labefactere nititur: A moſt heauie cuill, for by it 
Sathan ſrekes to weaken the conſtancie of good men, and fo much the grea- 
Ambreſ. ter euill is it, Quia non ſolum ſalſa componit, ſel etiam que pie geſta ſunt * 
Becaule,faics .4mbroſe, it not onely forges falſe things, but fal ſiſies true things, 
deforming and defacing that with her yncouth colours, which is done (lin. 
cerely, and out of a good affection. 

3 With the like of theſe weapons hath Sathan fought againſt mee in his 
pecuiſh inſtruments, euer ſince the Lord called mee rhe a Preacher, and no 
maruaile , Shall a man trample on a Serpent, and notlooke to be tinged ? 
I haue profefſcd my ſelfe, by the grace of my Lord, a diſquieter of Sachans 
Kingdome, 1 thinke it not ſtrange if hee doe what hee can to diſquict mee, 
diſquiet hee may, diſhearten hee ſhall not. Shall I be mooued at his lying 

Tertwl, Libcllers? No: Abſit à ſeruo Chriſtitale inquinamentum , vt patientia maiori- 

bus præparata, in minims excid at: Farre be that ſpot from the ſeruants of 


Aub. Off. lib. 1. tations, Qucitainiuria mouetur, ſacit ſe diguum videri contumelia, Hee that is 
10. 5. haſtily moued with a contumely, makes it to ſeeme that hee is worthie of it. 
What then, ſha]l 1 vtterly neglect his falſe accuſations? No, leaſt by them 
any credit J haue to doe good vnto others be ſtollen from mee. I will nei- 
ther ſuffer an Alſelem nor an Achitephel, A Friend nor a Foe, to ſteale away 
b from mee the hearts of any o · Gods people, if I may ſtay it. To ſuch there- 
An guſt. ad Frat. fare as feare God I ſprale, as Auguſtine did to his brethren, Mihi ſufficit con- 
in Erem. ſcientia mea, vobi nec e ſſaria i ſama mea, To mee my conſcience is ſufficient, 
but ſor you my good name is ne ceſſarie. Of ſuch as are mine Enemies either 
| cf weakeneſſe or wickeenefle, I demannd as Iacob did of Laban. Now when 
yce haue ſearched all my ſtuffe, hat lhiaue yec found ? bring it forth, that 
We may ſee it. | REN 1 4 

4 O, 


Chriſt, that their patience prepared for greater, ſhould ſaile in ſo ſmall ten- 
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The Biſhop of Galloway his e Apologie. 

4 O, forſooth, yee were once otherwayes minded concerning Church. 
gouernement. In ſome things, I confeſſe, I was, in others not. Paritie in 
Thurch- gouernment I euer thought the Mother of confuſion, neither can l 
lee that God hath beene the Author of it in any of his workes, yea by the di- 


uerſitie of his gifts he declares that hee allowes not equalitie in gouernment, 


where here, if any ſtrife be about compariſon of gifts, I haue no more to ſay, 
but that hee who in humilitie of minde cannot ſubmit himſelfe to obay any 
other, was neuer meete to bee a Ruler of others, how great ſo euer his 


gifts be. 
xt wh Aαννοα Key AY My EHνðeceu. 


And that Preachers ſhould haue place in Parliament, to give light out of 
the holy Oracle, to the Prince and States of the Kingdome, I euer thought 
it both reaſonable and neceſſarie, and did by my publike voice approue it in 
that generall aſſembly holden at Dundie, wherein this matter was firſt mo- 
tioned, And in theſe publike Lectures which once in the moneth wee had 
in our Presbyteriall exerciſe, for clearing the Controuerſies of this time: [ 
did in my courſe openly declare, ho in Church. gouernment a happy meane 
were to be wiſhed betweene Anarchie and Monarchie, two fearefull euils 
inthe Church, the one procceding from y__ „ Wrought confuſion, as 
might be ſcene in the pitifull ſtate of the Churches of Flanders: the other 
breeding tyrannie and all ſort of oppreſlion : a lamentable proofe whereof 
ve might ſee in the Churches of Italy, and other parts ynder the dominion 


of that Romiſh Vſurper : thus is there not ſo great a cauſe to charge me.yith 


a change, as isalleaged. 

5 But in that wherein before I miſliked __—_ all government , fea- 
ring leaſt tyrannie. libertie, and other euils ſhould follow it, if now, percei- 
uing a Chriſtian King moſt carefull out of his rare pietie and wiſedome, to 
ſec it yſed vnto the right end, I haue changed my minde, as many others, 
both worthie Fathers, and brethren in our Church haue done, to whom the 
world cannot denie an honeſt teſtimonie: what imputation ſhould this be 


vnto me, cum mentom in melius mutare non levitas ſit ſed virtus, ſith for a man Ambroſ. in 
to ehange his minde to the better, it is no leuitie nor inconſtancie, (as the P/al.1 19 


lying Libeller termes it) but vertue ? Epiſcopall gouernment was embra- 
ced of this Church ere I was borne, ad with-it wee enioyed the Gofpell 
tor many yeares, and ſome that were worthie and faithfull men in this 
ſame Miniſtrie of Perth, wherein I haue now laboured by the grace of God 
almoſt this twenrieyeares , did diſcharge (in effect) the ſame office of a 
Biſhop in the bounds of Galloway, yea by impoſition of rheir owne hands 
did ordaine Biſhops of ether Dioces. If there were then a reaſon, why the 
Epiſcopall gouernment once embraced, being fallen in decay, the Presby- 
teriall ſhould be eſtabliſhed, is it not now poſſible (thinke ye) to get a rea- 


fon why both ofthem ſhould be reunited, the _ of them being ordained 
2 to 
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The Biſhop of Galloway his e- Apologie. 
to honeur and ſtrengthen the other , and being reduced to that order and 
vic, for which anciently it did ſerue in the Primitive Church. Eſpecially 
ſeeing it is done by the fatherly fore-calt and prouident care, (not without 
warrant ot Gods word, example of the Primitiue Church, nor aduice of the 
preſent Church) of ſuch a King as God hath giuen vs, a Profeſſor, a Con- 
teſlor, a demi martyr, a Pro ector, a Preacher, a Propagator of the Goſpell 
with vs, whole power, for any thing I can yet learne, is greater in the ex- 
ternall gouernment oſ the Church, then we haue well conſidered of. 

6 O but. ſay you by this change. the people are made vncertainc of their 
Religion? This cannot be but ihe bolt ot ſome enemie, or the birth of the 
braine of ſome friend ouer- farre miſcaried with opinion. If it hath done euill 
to any, it is an argument, their light is weake: * why ? doth diuerſitie of 
externall gouernment import a difference in Religion? Are there not many 
famous Churches in Europe , flouriſhing this day vnder the Epiſcopall go. 
u:rnment? haue not many Bithops themſelues beene honoured with the ho- 
nour of Martyrdome, and ſealed the truth of the Goſpell with their blood, 
fince the reformation of Religion: Latimer, Ridley, Cranmer, and many moe 
in our neighbour Church may ſtand for examples. 1 wall beſeech all ſuck 
weake Chriſtians to take none offence , where it is not giuen. Ad vnit atem 
ſidei ſuſficit vt eadem fit doftrina Euangelij & Sacramentorum adminiffratis: It 
is ſufficient for the vnitie of faith, that the Doctrine of the Goſpell and Sa- 
craments be one and the ſame: in other externall things, there may be diuer- 
fitie, yea olten times the diuerſitie of times, and ſtates of people will require 
a diuerſitie of cxternall things, for the furtherance of the worke of ediſi- 
cation. | 

7 The Apoſtles did all teach one, and the ſelfe- ſame Doctrine, bur did 
not all gouerne their Churches in one and the ſelfe-· ſame manner: for James 
and Peter among the Jewes tolerated Circumciſion, which Paul among the 
Gentiles would not doe; yea, the Diſciples of S. Peter and S. John, teſtifie 
Low theſe bleſſed A poſtles kept the Feaſt of the Paſſeouer on diuers dayes, 
as both Euſeluus and Socrates doe write : yet Was this diuerſitie no impedi- 
ment to the propagation of the Goſpell by them both. Itis euer to be con- 
ſidered, what the worke of edification requires. For that kinde of externall 
gouernment which ſome Churches of Chriſt hath , and others bath not: 
ſhall there be entertained a Schiſme in our Church ? and an vnneceſſaric and 
ynkindly contention, betweenc a Chriftian people, and their moſt Chriſtian 
King. Since to ſpeake in moſt modeſt termes , to give contentment to ſuch 
as are not contentious, there is no queſtion of Faith in the Church of Scot. 
land (Chriſtian people might be ignorant of thu diſputation about Diſci- 
pline, & come io heaven neueriheleſſe, if ſo it might pleaſe ſome of their Pa- 
Rors) neither is there a queſtion betweene good & euill, but berweene good 
and better; betwcerie two, whereof cither of them haue had their courſe to 
be,when the other was not; euen in this ſame Church, I doubt not, the iudi- 


$8 But- 


cious Reader will conſider this, & Wiledome ſhall be wſtiticd of her children. 
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The Biſhop of Galloway his e Apologie. 
8 But here I know it is obiected by men, euen of moderate mindes, if 


ſuch gouernment were better vſed, and theſe who haue receiuedit, did more 
good with it, then it would ſoone purchaſe credit to it ſelfe, and be the bet · 


ter liked, Theſe men I ſee haue nothing againſt the thing it ſelfe, but againſt 


the vie of it, by which kinde of argument now commonly it is impugned, 
To theſe it were ſufficient to anſwere, that Artificum errata, artibus attribu- 
end non ſunt, the errors of Artiſans are not to be aſcribed to the Arts them- 
ſelnes, or to fuch as more wiltully reaſon in this manner, to anſwere, as Na+ 


Jian den did the Eunomians, Cum in ſe mibil præſidij habeant, in nefire illud Nax lan. 


querunt imbecillitate : Where in themſelues they haue no ſtrength, they ſeeke 
it in our imbecillitie: Et de malorum in nobis ſcintilla flammam ex. itant e ad 
cœlum auras ſues afflando tollunt, vt lome flammam Babiloniam ſuperet : Of a 
little ſparke of euill in vs, they kindle a great fire, by blowing vpon it with 
their ſecret ſurmiſings, and publike reproches, till they make the flame, which 
they haue railed out of a ſparke, to mount vp higher then the furnace of Ba- 
bel: thus isn the manner of men to blame mn where they loue not. 

9 Zut to goe further with them, as with all reaſon I require, that the 
faults of perſons be not imputed to their Offices; ſo with my heart doe I 
Wiſh in all that are imployed with Ecclchiaſticall authoritie, ſ@ moderate a 
behauiour, that no offence ſhould be giuen to the weake, nor cauſe of con- 
tradiction to the contrary minded: but that as Ieſephs preferment, tending 
to the good of all his brethren, forced them, who enuied it at the fiſt, to 
thanke God for it at the laſt: even ſo, credit may be conqueſt to vs in the 
hearts of them that feare God, by feruent and fanhfull aduancement of the 
Goſpell ot Chriſt Ieſus. We ſhould neuer forget that warning which Iereme 
gaue to a certaine Biſhop; Ruſticus Narbonenſis, vide ne minor inueniaris in Chri- 
He quam nominaris in hoc ſeculo : Take heede that thou be not found leſſe in 
Chriſt, then thou art named in this world; thou ar: called a Biſhop, fo line, 
that Chriſt thatgreat Archbiſhop may approue thee for one. 

10 But yet by ſome carnall and contentious ſpirns, who live as if they 


were Demi-gods, and in their tongues God had ſer his tribunall, or had 


made them ludges of the conſciences of their brethren , it is obiected, pub- 
liſhed , and carried from hand to hand, ina Libell, as full of lies as lines, 
that corrupt reſpects of gaine & plory hath moued me to embrace it. a feare- 
full crimination, if I were as guiltie of it, as they are bold to affirme it. I 
know it is a horrible ſinne to abuſe an holy calling to filthie lucre: the Apo- 
Rle aid. that godloneſſe is great gaine, that is to ſay, that great gaine is godli- 


neſſe; Quyeſtum eftimare pictatem- It is a peruerſe order: Terrena cœleſtibus Bes 


mercari, to buy carthly things with heauenly, where the ſpirituall Miniſtrie 
teacheth vs to exchange earthly things for heauenly , ſuch impietie as this 
will be puniſhed with a worſe leprohe, then that of Gehazi. And no loſſe 
abhominable is ir, to abuſe it to vaine-glory and affectation of honour: it is 
2 — idolatt ie then that of the Iſraelites, who of the gold and ſiluer 


which they reſerued from the Lord, made a Baal to themſelues. 
A 3 13-To 
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The Biſhopof Galloway his e Apologie. 
11 To ſuch I will anſwere, as Auguſtine did to Petilian, I am a man ap- 
pertaining to the floore of Chriſt, if 1 be good, I am there as corne, if I be 
euill, I am there as chaffe, Sed non eff huius areæ ventilabrum lingua Petiliani, 
But your Petulant tongue, like the tongue of Petilian, is not the fanne of 
this floore. If any man thinke hee knowes me better then I doe my ſelſe, let 
him giue iudgement as he pleaſeth, and others beleeue him as they liſt: if they 
will credit me of my ſelfe, my witneſſe is in heauen, and my conſcience withe 
in me beareth me record, that I was not moued with gaine or glorie, and I 
truſt to declare it by Gods grace. But what ? Bene ſibi canſc ius wn debet falſis 
moueri, nec putare plus eſſe Ponderis in alieno conuitio, quam in ſuo teflimenio : Heg 
that hath in himſelfe a good conſcience, ſnould not be moued with falſe con- 
ceptions in others, nor eſteeme that there is greater waight in other mens 
traducing, then in his owne teſtimonie, 

12 Nowhere I knowit is expected, that as I haue declined the cauſes 
falſly imputed to me, ſo I ſhould declare the true cauſes that moued me,which 
now ſhortly are theſe, 

13 Firſt, Iperceiued a Chriſtian King, by all meanes poſlible, ſeeking 
the aduancement of the Goſpell, for the which it is griefe enough that his 
Maieſtie ſuſtaineththe greateſt hatred and contradiction of the aduerſaries, 
but more then enough, his Highneſſe ſhould want the comfort of his ſubiects, 
profeſſors alfo : which when 1 conſidered, I thought it a matter of conſci- 
ence to refuſe to ſerue and follow his Maieſtie in ſo good a courſe, 

14 Secondly, I ſaw the weake hearts of many well affected Chriſtians, 
through miſconception, offended at the very name of a Biſk:op, not able out 
of light and — to giue any reaſon of their miſliking,netwithſtand. 
ing, though it be ſo highly honoured by the Apoſtle , and commended by 
the famous lights, of the Primitiue Church, who notonely accepted the 
name, but —— the office thereof, to the great good of the Church: and 
that this offence might be remoued, atleaſt ſo farre as my credit may carrie 
me, I have embraced it. 

15 Thirdly, I perceiueda perillous Schiſme, and vnneceſſarie diuiſion in 
eur Church, for this matter of gouernment, to the great aduantage ot the 
common Aduerſarie, hich gap I reſolued, for my owne part, not to enlarge 
by contention, but fo farre as my weakeneſſe may to cloſe it vp, atleaſt ta 
make it the leſſe. 

16 Fourthly, I conſidered, that the ſame reaſon, that of old forced the 
Fathers of the Primitine Church, in the iudgement of Jerome, to induce this 
gouernment in the Church, that is, in Remedium Schiſiuatu, did more then ma- 
nifeſtly require that it ſhould be reſtored vnto vs: but of this the leſſe I 
ſpeake for duties ſake, the more I leaue to be conſidered of them, who know 
the truth hereof. 

17 Fiftly , the = among vs when I ſearched as narrowly as I 
could, is about Ierulalems wall, whether it ſhould be circular or quadrangu- 


| lat round or foure· uared: ſo the Citie be well, is this a matter for which we 


fhould 
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The Biſhop of Galloway his Apologie. 
ſhould make contention, it being better for the good of the Church, that any 
one of them ſhould be, then that thus they ſhould ſtriue together, to the 
great hinderance of the Goſpell. | | 

18 Sixtly, and I doe verily thinke that the moſt famous and reformed 

Churches in Europe, ho want this goucrnment,would be glad to accept it, 
ypon this condition, that with it they might enioy the puritie of the Goſpel, 
which they haue with vs, together with that libertie, fauour and protection 
of a Chriſtin reformed King, which we haue, and they want. | 

19 For theſe reaſons, as I was determined before, in the prinate callin 

of a Preacher, to reverence and obey others my brethren, clad withithe ot 
fice of Biſtops,the proofe whereof | gaue in theſe Prouinciall aſſembl ies, mo. 
derated by Biſhops, whereat I was bound to be preſent, ſo haue I at length 
embraced it in my owneperſon, being called there-vnto by the moſt Chri- 
ſtian King, and Church of this Kingdome, without any motion, affection, 
vypetition of mine owne (if there be ſo much charitie in my aduetſaries as 
to beleeue me) I could with greater contentment and willingneſſe of minde, 
haue giuen obedience in all dutifull ſubmiſſion to any of my brethren, nor to 
haue had any more publike charge in the Church (if the matter had beene in 
my choice.) And this doe I witneſſe out of the very truth and ſimplicitie 
of mine heart. | 

20 If Shimei ſtill will raile, and charge mee with a corrupt affection, let 
him be doing till his owne iniquitie reproue him, I am ſure no well aduiſed 

Chriſtian will tight with any ſuch armour, for the weapons of our warfare 
are not carnal], but ſpirituall. As for others, who like barking Dogges and 
Birds of the night, chatter to themſelues in ſecret confuſed ſounds, which 
can bide no triall, back-biting thoſe whom they dare not looke in the face, 
for ſuch as theſe, why ſhall a man turne out of the way ? It is a ſufficient pu · 
niſhment to ſuch as this way with their will would hurt mee, that againſt 
their will they ſhall helpe me, Q#i volensdetrabit fame mee, nolens addit mer- Aug. cunt. liter. 
cedsmee,For he that with his will empaires my name, agaunſt his will,ſhall en-Petil. lb. 3c. 
creaſe my reward. | . 

21 But if ſuch buſie idle. bodies will come and labour vvith mee in the F 
worke of God, I hope to teach them to beſtowtheir time more profitably, BY 
not to diſquiet, as they do, their vnſctled braines with ſuch vanities,as vaniſh wt 
ſo ſoone as they are conceiued, and brought forth, leauing nothing behinde 

them but a gulltineſſe to themſelues, for mine one part I haue determined 
not to be contentious, for that is not the cuſtome of the Church of Chriſt, 

But haue reſolued to ſpend my time and talent I haue ſaued to the vantage of 
my Maſſer, and good of my Brethren, after my weake meaſure, Aureus vt iu- 
teas minuat fic malleus vrnas. © © *© 5 

22 As for others my Brethren, whom T loue in the Lord, and will al- 

waies reverence for the graces of God in them, I wifh from my heart that 
precept of the Apollle were fulfilled in vs. That wee did all ſpeake one 1 Cor.. 
ching, and there were no diſſenſion among vs, but that we were knit together 
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in one minde, and one iudgement, for ſince the firſt beginning of this que» 
ſtion, I euer thought it a lamentable wy „ that they whole hearts —— 
ned in one reſolution to die for Chriſt, if ſo the Lord ſhould call them vnto 
it, cannot liue together in the vnitie of one minde. But this hath in all ages 
beene Sathans policie, where hee cannot diſturbe the peace of the Church 
with external! euaſion, he creepes in like a ſubtile Serpent, to diſquiet it with 


internall perturbation, & that oft - times vpon vnneceſſarie or ſmall occafions; 


vvhere· vpon hath proceeded this great rupture in Teruſalems wall heere a- 
mong vs, which as it is ſeene of vs all, and Are then enough talked of by 
many, ſo would to God, our hearts did pitti it, and allpf vs endeuoured by 
humbled hearts toward our God, by meekeneſſe of minde, euery one of vs 
xyvard another, to repaire and cloſe it yp againe. And ſeeing ſuch is the 
condition of our humane infirmitie, that our knowledge in this life is hut in 
part, and ſo our iudgements in all things cannot be vniforme, let vs take heed 
to the next, that difference of iudgements worke not diſtraction of aſſecti- 
ons, remembring that the wiſedome which is from aboue, is peaceable, and 

that the zeale of God fights not with the weapons of fleſh, ſuch as hatred, 

debate, emulations, wrath, contentions. Iſ we line inthe Spirit, let vs alſo walke 

in the Spirit, expreſſing the fruits of it in our liues, which are, loue, ioy, peace, 

long ſuffering, meekeneſſe, goodneſſe, wherewith the Lord more and more 

enaue vt all for Chriſts ſake, A NA N. | 


Tours in the Lord, 
WII IIA Coor z, 


: B. of Galloway. 


